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eee ba ang in Ko 8. 
Wi. Michaelis ſcil Mercurii xxix. 
Die * s 1725. An- 
=: 1 Georgi, Magne 
e e Duodecinn, 


Me ertting „ Mayor, , i 


- » 


mi is ordered th rhe Thanks of 

this Court be given to the Reverend 
Mr. N or © bis' Sermon this 
Day preac 92 before this Court, and 

_ the * of the ſeveral Cumpa- 

vier of this City, | at the Pariſh 
* Church of St. Lawrence Jewry, be- 
72 the Election of the Lord-Mayor, 
or the Tear 95 Aud that he 
be A fr wp BR. 


N 


e 2 Sede 
N 
GK 


The ſtrait Gate made unpaſſable; by whos. 
abuſe of ee ge and Places of 
308 lick To 77 S 5 2 N 


. SERMON 


Preach'd before the Right Honourable the 


LORD-MAYOR, 


CovRrT of | 


ALDERMEN, 


And the ſeveral 


Wh | CE T 
* . | at 4 


Livery Comranits, 


OF THE 


f cars of LON DON. 


AT THE 


Pariſh Church of St. Lawrence Jerry, 
be 29. 1725. being the Day of Election 
Lord- Mayor for the Year enſuing. 


bl 3 13 


By EDMUND- MASS ET, Rector of Colne 
2 i Efſex, and Chaplain to his abs 92 


LONDON: 


Printed for W. Mzapows, at the Angel in 
— M.DCC.XXV.. 
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Lord Mayor of the Cty of 
 — Lowndox. 


— 
. 


Mx Lok I fo. 8 N 

ls Sermon is pub- 
Hr liſbed becauſe Your 
1 A 4) Honourable | Court 
n= has deſired it; ſome 
Alterations were intended, but 
upon re gg Your Order 


to print the Jame, all ſuch 


Thoughts have been entirely 
removed. es tin, 
Gap Tam to have ſo pro- 
per an Opportunity of expreſ- 
ſing 
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vi DxvDicarion. 


ſing, my Thanks to Your 
Lordſhip for many Fayours 
received, which by theſe Pre- 
ſents 1 thankfully and publick- 
ly acknowledge. 
SHOULD | take this Occa- 
ſion to fay what might with 
great Juſtice be ſaid of Your 
ſteady and wiſe Adminiſtra- 
tion ever {ince you began to 
do your Country Public Ser- 
vice, eſpeciall y fince you have 
filled the chief Seat of Autho- 
rity, in this City; I ſhould ex- 
hibit to all Ma giſtrates Your 
Succeſſors a good Exemplar, 
a Pattern worthy of Imita- 
tion: Your Friends, my Lord, 
Iam ſure would thank me for 
it, and if you have ny Ene- 
iF mies 


T5 0 x 


D#zdiciri vii 


mies now remaining, even ley 


cannot but confeſs, that you 


have acted worthil y, as be- 


comes an upright Miniſter, 
who preſerves a juſt Senſe ok 


that ſtrict Account he himſelf 
muſt one Day make. 
-I xnow, my Lord, Vou 


expect that I ſhould rather 


congratulate You upon Your 
beloved Retirement; to which 
you are now returning; I do 
it, but unwillingly, becauſe 'm 


ſenſible that whenever You 
retreat, the Public will be a 


Sufferer. . 

TRE Relation 1 Rave the 
Honour to ſtand 1 in to Your 
Lordfhip is going to ceaſe : 
but the Remembrance of 1 - : 


on — — — — 


8 . ; e ever 8 e, n 


have made my wg * | 
miliar Domeſtic age 6.94 
Authoritative and Satighacton 
xy, by a conſtagt daily Atte 
dance upon Divine Wer- 
Fax therefore, with great 
Reſpe & and Gratitude, t 
— Self, Your moſt excel- 
lent Lady and good kee 


13 Mr Eory, Pos” 4 
0 Dur Lirdſhig's Ac 
F | Mp Obedient 5 
Humble Servam, 
And elect 


Clerkenwell-Cloſe, | 
Octo. . 1725. 
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LoxR NIL. 
Strive to enter” in at the | 
for Cate. 3 


. 


N a late Discours beddre 
this Honourable Aſſem- 
bly, my Text led me to 
ſhew, that no Station in 

Lie, how high or exalted 
— r, could privilege k him who held it 
from going the Way of all the Earth * ; 
but that a time will. come, when all thac 
the World calls ai and deſireable, 
muſt be parted with, and a new Scene 
be open d and enter d upon, where Hap- 


B * 


ane i 
= - 1. 1 by 
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pineſꝭ will be inſeparable from Good- 

neſs, and Rewards and Puniſhments, 

everlaſting Rewards, and endleſs Puniſh- 
ments, be diſpens d upon rational Terms, 
according to our Behaviour in this Life, 
as it has been good or bad, virtuous or 
immoral. 

Tus being an undeniable Truth, 
and equally ſo, that we are pretty far ad- 
vanced in our Journey towards another 
World, permit me now to employ 
your Thoughts upon the Ways and 
Means by which you may obtain a Poſ- 
feſſion thete, and hold Rank in chat 
State, as you have Precedency in this, 
Ou Text is che Words of the Bleſ- 
ſed IE SUs, who for us -Men, and for 
bur Salvation, came down from Heaven ; 
prefling us to contend earneſtly to ſe- 
cure a Place in thoſe happy Regions, 
which he, who came from thence, very 


pere all che Endeayouts we can uſe in 


. CURIO- 


" 


the Lad Meyer; G. z I 


hae — = ES. 
— our Lord a very impertinent 
Quo, probably deeper him in 
too, (for St. Matthew * 
— 
— 
Are 1 aved +2 T 
no notice of the Ee gs 
the How, many, IE SUS directs his Au- 
dience ba defend from ſuch airy, ſuch 
fruitleſs Speculations, to a beneficial 
2 to Le: all Diligence to be of 
that happy Company, be they more or 
leſs, for whom the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is prepar d, chat is, a State of Hap- 
pineſs — in the World to come. 
r in au in a the! nai 
Gute. 


Wulcn Words are figurative, and 
by Clin wy pi wi Din 
ry C ro; perſiſt with Diligence in 
the Duties of his Calling; Which, be- 
cauſe of the Dangers: aud Difficulties 
chat * ſometimes unavoidably attend 

> e 
00 dee Vii. 13. + Ver. 23. 


4 A Sermonpreach'd before 
it, is in holy Scripture uſually compai d to 
things which are not to be accompliſh'd 
without taking pains, and ſtriving, wiz. 
a Warfare,- a Race, a Wreſtling, and here 
in the Text, to puſbmg for Entrance 
at a marrow Gate. Bur theſe and the 
like Expreſſions, tho they point at ſome 
Hardſhips,” are by no means intended 
to hinder us from encountting them; 
from engaging in this Warfare, from 
running this Race, from ſtruggling for 
the Prize, from preſſing at the Gate; 
but, on the contrary, to animate and 
make us reſolute, by ſetting before our 
Eyes what we muſt expect to meet with 
by ehe way, which by Steadineſs and 
Reſolution on our Side, and the Grace 
of Go aſſiſting us, are found to be 
ſurmoun table. 5 212 % HO 15 

 — BEFORE we proceed to make the 
intended Uſe of our Text, you will 
give me leave to clear it of ſome Dif- 
ficulties which ſeem to lie upon it, as 
if it was contradictory to that gracious 
Declaration of dur Saviour, wiz. Come 
, ; >. cr jr qa 


k 3 
x ( 


ibe Lord: Mayor, Sc. 
ante mne all Je" that” muvel ind ort Wy. 
_— ys I will give you Reſt; my Toke 
e and my Burden is light — Or 
. at dene Plalmiſt has averr dz 
that God's Commandment © is erctrlling 
broad: Or to King Solomon's Aſſertion 7 mg 
that the Ways of Religion ate Ways of 
Plea bern e duch like. For How 5 ; 
can giving Reſt there, conſiſt wick being 
called forth to five? Ot anuncouthWay 
be faid to be a Vay of Pleaſantneſs? Or 
what Agreement hath che Plalmiſt with 
our Saviour, when tſie one affirms the 
Way of Godlineſs to be broad; the other, 
to be narrou f The one, that à broa 4 
Way leads to Life; the other; to Deſten 
ction? All the Difference in this Cale, 
as Itake it, lies in the Time. Our Lord's 
Diſciples were as yet in the State of Papil- 
lage, but 8 under a new Diſci- 
pline, where Conformity is generallyat: 
tended with ſome Uneaſineſs; but the 
others ſpeak of old Habits, aid confirin d 
Cuſtoms; which bylo U grow natu- 
t- 


© © Matt, A. 28, 30 +PL, cxix, 96. 6 Prov. iii, 17. 
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ral, and by being ſo,are-net only not trow- 
bleſom, but performed with great Eaſi- 
neſs and Satisfaction. 'Tis — Reli- 
gion as with Arts and Sciences, ſome- 
— hard ar firſt. but pleaſant and de- 
lightful when Uſe has rendered- them 
Tarniſar aW. 
Tu licde er Alotted me „ dal 
bo now employed in diſcovering ſome 
of choſe Impediments which diſpute 
our Entrance at the ſtrait Gate, againſt 
which we aro. now: exhorted to Hive 
and force our tall co 
conkine wel 10 


Ard bete I 


—— bs 
chis Audience; Impedinerts that lie 
in the way of Men of Figure and For- 


— ariſing; from Views — Purſuits 
inthemſelves provided 
they are kept within due Band, va. 


TY A Deſue of onting an Bb 
II. Or ang dd. Honours and Tb 
tes And 


v8 1&2 YE 7 os > III. Or 


..the Lord-Mayor, Sc. 


III. Ox Places of Publick Truſt * 
Employ. 


1 mention the Deſire of getting 
an Eſtate in the firſt Place, — an 
Eſtate is uſually the Foundation of 
Honour and Dignity, and the Means 
of Promotion to Places of Truſt in 
Cities which ſubſiſt by Trade and Com- 
merce. Now - thy is nothing crimi- 
nal in the Deſire itſelf, but the contra- 

ry, if we intend by the Accompliſhment 
of it, nothing but the real Good of 
ourſelves and Families, which may and 
onght to hold the principal Place; and 
the Benefit of our Neighbour, which 
claims the ſecond. And if in the Pro- 
ſecution of this our Deſire, good and 
lawful are the Means we uſe, we may 
faichfully pray for, and reaſonably ex- 
pect, a aaling upon our Undertaking 
from him whoſe Hand ſcatters ple 
all over the Creation, under the Hen 
ance of whoſe. ordinary Proyidence the 
Wiſe-man hath made this Obſervation, 


that 


8. 4 S öh le 


that the diligent Soul jhall be made fat *; 


and ſuch a one ſhall fland before Kings, 
he. ſpall not ſtand before mean Men + Hi- 
therto alſo the honeſt Dealer is in the way 


of his Duty, and ſtriving to enter at the 
ſtrait Gate, by providing for his own 


Houle, and laying up in Store, to have 
upon Occaſion to give to the Relief of 
the Neceſſitous. 

Bur here lies the Danger: It too 
often happens that a Man's Deſires ter- 
minate in himſelf, that his chief Aim 
is the Gratification of his Luſts. Co- 
vetuouſneſs may cauſe him to gather 
haſtily, which can ſcarce conſiſt with 


Innocence: Emulation may drive 


him to keep place wich an Equal, tho 


at the Expence of Reputation: The 


Credit of a good Man, in the trading 
Senſe of the Word, may induce him 


to part with all but the appearance of 


Honeſty, and let go a good Conſci- 
ence for the ſake of what we call a 
good Name. <% 


You 


* Chap, xiii, 4. + Chap. xxü, 29. 


Ma. 8 


11 OQ. — E. „ e 


tbe Lor Mayor, "Sc: 9 
You may perceiveTomit to mention 
thoſe whoſe Deſire of having breaks out 
into the more flagrant Inſtances of Vio- 
lence and Rapine, as Matters confeſſedly 
lying out of the Way that leadeth to the 
ftrait Gate, and chuſe rather to inſtance 
in what, Colour and Diſguiſe may hide 
from the Eye of the World, and fo 
Cuſtom and Habit the more eaſily recon- 
cile to the practice of Mankind; for- 
aſmuch as nothing gives greater Encou- 
ragement to Sin than Secrecy, nor is 
there any better Security to ſome Mens 
Honeſty than an Apprehenſion of being 
found out and detected. | 
Wurx a Man can give a good 
Name to a bad Action, and have no 
Body to difprove him openly, tis a 
hazardous Trial of his Virtue. For 
inſtance, 'a Proviſio for the Fleſh on 
purpoſe to fulfil the Luſts thereof, may be 
covered under the ſpecious Name of 
Liberality. The Covetous may pals for 
Frugal, and the Prodigal for one of a 

poublick 


* Rom. xiii, 14. 


10 4 Sermon reachii before 
publick Spirit. A Man may rob Houſes 
to build Hoſpitals, and be called cha- 
ritable; ſpoil Widows and Orphans, and, 
for part of the Plunder, aim at and have 
the fame Character; all this while im- 
poſing upon the World, and which is 
yer worſe, upon himſelf alſo, till the fa- 
tal Deceit be found out top late, and 
he find himſelf at the end of his Way 
widely miſtaken. But he who can keep 
his Deſires under due Regulation, fix 
chem upon a good Object, and nat ſuf- 
fer them to direct him to the Uſe of auy 
Thing that is unwarrantable or unlawful 
in the Attainment; fuch a one's rampo- 


ral and eternal good Eſtate may g0 to- 


gether Hand in Hand, be carried on 
without undue Competition; and what 
he ſtri ves for by the Way, will, if he ſacs 
ceed or not, facilitate his Entrance at the 
ſtrait Gate in the end of it. 

HERE 1 dilmis my funk, Particular, 
and proceed to point out „IAG 


11 


II. S6 u 


te Lord Mayor) S 11 


II. Sou Impediments that Ho- 
nours and Titles may lay in the Way 
to obſtruct an Entrance at the frais Gate. 
Ir isbut reaſonable, that they who en- 
rich their Country, and raiſe its Credit 
among the Nations, or who are in a Ca- 

ty ſo to do, ſhould themſelves be 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſuitable Marks of 
Honour, ſome ſuperior Titles and De- 
grees. Hence thoſe Appellations of Ho- 
nour, - and chat. ar ornamental 
Dreſs, wherewith'your/King and Coun- 
try have Adorn'd and cloathed you. 
Theſe are ſo many Tokens of ſomething 
more excellent in you than other Men: 
Eicher they are an Acknowledgment of 
paſt Services, ot what the Publick thinks 
you are capable of performing. And 
alchough it may be you fully anſwer the 
— — your Country, and ſo 
dly wear che Marks of her Eſteem 

and Favour for a while, yet ſince theſe 
are a periſhable Commodity, and the 
Time approacheth that they muff be 
parted with, it may be Prudence to ex- 
C 2 amine 


12 A Sermon preachd before 
amine how they of themſelves may poſ- 
ſibly be an Hindrance to our ftriving to 
enter at the ſtrait Gate. 

. HonouRs and Titles will obſtruct 
the Paſſage if they make a Man proud, 
or lift up his Heart unto Vanity: If they 
diſpoſe him, like the Phariſee in the Goſ- 


| | Pe 3 ro truſt in himſelf, and deſpiſe others, 


and by an inſolent Behaviour to all below 
him, treat them as Creatures of a diffe- 
rent Species. Indeed a Man cannot but 
be ſenſible of any good Gifts, whether 
of Mind, Body, or Eſtate, that he en- 
joys preferably to his Neighbour; but 
ſtill he ſhould remember that they are 
but Gifts, and he is anſwerable for the 
Abuſe of them to God, who gives them 
for a Seaſon, to be reſum d at his Pleaſure, 
and accounted for. And how that Ac- 
count will be ſtated, our Auditor him- 
ſelf has taught us by the Example of that 
honourable Gentleman in St. Luke *, 
who was cloathed m Purple. 


I PRE- 


A 
Chap. xiv. 19. 


tbe Lord-Mayor, &c. I3 
I PRESUME I need not obſerve, 
that nothing makes a Man ſo truly de- 
ſpicable, as _ out of Character ; or 
ridiculous, as undertaking what he is un- 
fit for. It is intended in the very bo- 
ſtowing Titles of Honour, to give an 
Intimation of thoſe Virtues which are 
taken to belong to him that is ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed : For Example, Grace is aſcrib- 
ed to thoſe who preſide in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, Excellency, and Lordſhip, and Wor- 
ſap, to thoſe who guide and conduct the 
Civil: And when Men fo choſen act a 
becoming Part, we cannot forbear 2 
ing them that Reverence and Re — 
which is juſtly their due. But if we 
ſhould ever ſee Vanity rule the Church, 
Ignorance dictate at a Council-Board, 
and Buffoonry fit on a Bench of Ju- 
ſtice, leſs than a prophetick Spirit might 
eaſily foretel there would quickly be an 
end of all Authority, ſacred and ſecu- 
lar; for what Men once come to deſpiſe, 
they are not far from trampling on and 
confounding. King David compares a 


4 


14 ASermon preach'd before 
Man in Honour, uit hout Underſtanding, to 
the Beaſts thut periſh n. Which Com- 
pariſon holds good in more Senſes than 
a religious one: For wherein do the 
Animals differ, whoſe Life conſiſts in 
Eating, and — 21 and ſenſual 

Amuſements? Nay, the Beaſt, if any 
thing, is the better of the two; becaudl 
he generally anſwers the Deſigh of his 
Creation; and his latter End is exceed- 
ingly preferable, ' becauſe it is his End, 

and nothing remains for him hereafter. 
WHEREAS he whoſe Works 
bear not a Proportion to his Abilities, 
who lends his Titles to diſcoutage Vir- 
tue, who. unworthily proſtitutes his Ho- 
nout to be Procuret to his Vices, to 
miniſter to the Purpoſes of Immorality, 
however ſucceſsful he may hold on in 
this Life, when that Day ſhall come 
which will tectify all Diſorders, and 
make real Merit and intrinſick Worth 
the Rule of Precedency; will, with ir- 
retrievable 5 find the Gate 
chat 


* Þ. xlix, 20. 


. the Lord- Mayor, Se. 16 


chat leadeth to everlaſting Honour too 
ſtrait for him, at which Yn gh of 
his Inferiors will enter in with Eaſe. The 
Book of Wiſdom * gives us a very ele- 
gant Deſcription of e 3 which 
will 2 be made between him who 
ſerveth God, and him who ſerveth him 
not. They ſhall the righteous Man favd 
eat Boldueſs befare the Face of ſuch 
225 aſfidted him, and made no account 
of his Labours. I hen they ſee it they 
Hall be. troubled wh, terrible Fegr, and 
ſhall le amazed at the Stxangeneſs of his 
Salvation, 1 far beyond al that they 
laoked fer. nd they, \repenting and 


9AUN Anguſh ſhall 
CEP EE 


had ſometimes in Deriſion, and a _ 
f Repraach. . VE Eogls counted his Life 
Madveſs, and his End to be without Ho- 
naur. How is he numbred among the Chil- 
dren of God, and hir Lot is among the 
SOME, a en eee ur f 

er 


Chap. v. | '+Ver.8. 
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16 A Sermon preach'd before 
or what Good bath Riches with our Vaunt- 
ing brought us ? | 4 
As you would prevent ſuch ſevere 
Reflections, and avoid the Diſgrace of 
being ſer at fo deſpicable a Diflance in 
that Day, let not the Splendor of any 
thing that is great in you, nor the Con- 
ceit of any thing that is good and ex- 
cellent, cauſe you to forget him from 
whom all Honour and Power is deriy'd, 
to whom all Honour and Power is 
aſcribed, into whom all Honour and 
Power muſt ultimately be refoly'd, leſt 
you be led into Temptation and a Snare, 
and make what is deſign d for Health an 
Occaſion of falling, being betray'd by the 
Homage of Fools, or the Vanity of 
a deceitful Heart. Be pleas'd to bear 
in Mind, that true Honour is only 
founded in the Fear of God, and the 
higheſt Title is a good Chriſtian ; That 
Honours and Titles, without Virtue, is 
mere Oſtentation, no better than han g- 
ing a Man about with Tinſel, or like 
the Sepulchre in the Goſpel, garniſhed - 
7 


the Lord-Mayor, &c. 17 
the Out ſide x, but loathſom within; olit- 
ter they may for a while, and ſet the un- 
poking Part of Mankind a gazing, 
but will, when you come to deſire an 


Entrance at the ſtrait Gate, be the occa- 
ſion that you ſhall not be able. 


I AM now come to my third and 
laſt Particular, which concerns the Ha- 
zard that attends Places of publick Truſt 
and Employ, . eee 5 

Ir is no ſmall Happineſs to Bodies 
Politic, when they who have the Rule 
over them, are choſen for their Worthi- 


neſs. When the Righteous are in Aut hori- | 
ty, ſays Solomon +, the People rejoice. It . 
is the Duty of every one concern d in ; 


Elections of this Nature, laying aſide 

all private Views, and keeping their 

Hands clear of Bribes, to have no re- 

gard to any thing bur Abilities and In- 

regrity. For an uncommon Share both = 
* Mat, xxiii. 29. | | 

t Prov. xxix. 2. 
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11 of Wiſdom and Courage is no more 


than neceſſary to enable any publick 
Miniſter to diſcharge the Duties of his 
Office as he ought to diſcharge them. 
How ſevere had the Brow of Þ. Magi- 
ſtrate need be, who has the Torrent of a 
licentious Age to ſtem ? who muſt ex- 
pect a daily Encounter with Wickedneſs 
in all its Shapes, in the Perſons both of 
the Mean and Mighty? who muſt ven 
ture the Diſpleaſure of any Man, or 
Body of Men, be the Conſequence 
what it will, in the Diſtribution of 
Juſtice, in the Determination of Right 
and Wrong, in allotting Rewards and 
Puniſhments ; and, with his Eye fix d 
full upon Equity, overlook the Rage of 
Diſappointment, diſregard the Menaces 
of Anger, and acfpile : the Allurements 
of Reward What Degree of Vigilance 
and CircumſpeCtion, ſuppoſe we, muſt 
he have arriv'd to, who is not to be 
ſurpriz'd, to whoſe M ment ſo ma- 
ny different Affairs, to whoſe — 

c 


. . the Lord- Mayor, Sc. 19 

the Motals of a numerous People arc 
entruſted; to whom Innocence, when 
oppreſſed, flies for Protection: Who is 
the Patron of thoſe who ſuſſer Wrong, 
the Preſerver of Peace, à Terror to them 
that meditate Evil, and, to the Incorri- 
gible, Deſtruction? Rave as theſe Talents 
ate to be found, ſince the publick Wel- 
fare does ſo much depend upon, and has 
ſo neceſſary a Connection with them, 
he who without theſe Qualifications is 
lifted up into the Chait of Authority, 
is, as the Wiſeman obſerves, like Syow in 
Summer, and Ram an Harveft *, both 
miſchievous and unſeaſan able 

Mort0OVER, tis not ealy to re- 
count the various Temptations to which 

he is perpetually liable, from the Salli 

Acquaintance, che Claims of Kindred, 
or the Demands -of his own Family; 
above all, which is the mot ange- 
rous of all, rom a faſhionable im- 
| D 2 plicit 


Prov. xxvi. 1. 
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plicit Zeal to promote the Intereſt of 
a Party. I lay it down for an unde- 
niable Truth, that he who reſolves at 
all Adventures to run the Lengths of 
any Party whatſoever, muſt unavoida- 
bly, knowingly, and wilfully, ſtep o- 
ver his Coal leg to keep pace with 
his Friends. This is falling into the 
Ditch with a Man's Eyes open. And he 
whoſe Preferments are either got or held 
with ſo trampling upon his Conſcience, 
pays too dear for what he poſſeſſes, by 
parting with what is much more valua- 
ble: What will it profit a Man, ſays our 
Lord *, if he gain the whole World, and 
loſe his oum Soul ? When this happens to 
be the Lot of Men in Power, it makes 
fatal Work among their Followers and 
Dependants, who are eaſily led to imi- 
tate the Example of their Betters, who 
become Partakers in every Man's Sin 
ſo encouraged by them. When this is 
the Caſe, no wonder to ſee Worth in 


diſgrace, 


Mark viii. 36. 
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grace, Merit poor and poſtpon d, 
and the Rewards due to a commenda- 
ble Zeal, proſtituted to nouriſh Faction, 
and keep Sedition alive. Tis Solomon's 
Obſervation *, that Oppreſſion, like this, 
will make even a wiſe Man mad: But 
then it never fails of 'making the Op- 
preſſor alſo, in the end, miſerable: And 
if they ſhall not find Entrance at the 
ſtrait Gate, who carry thither only their 
own Iniquities unrepented of, how ſhall 
he 2 where ſhall he appear, 
who, beſides his 9 1 Offences, 
comes loaded with the Sins of a City, 
or a Nation? | | 
No Remorſe, no Self-Condemna- 
tion, can, on the contrary, either now 
or hereafter, afflict the Soul of the 
Equal and Unbiaſs d, who have made 
the Welfare of Mankind their Care, 
who have been ſet over them for Good, 
who have kept their Hands clean of Bri- 
bery, and unſpotted by Corruption; 
wWuhoſe 


Eccleſ. vil. 7. 


whole Favours have been beſtowed wich- 
out undue Paſſion or Prejudice, with 
regard only to Merit and Abilities ; who 
in cke Exerciſe of Power have been mo- 
detate, in che Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
indifferent and impartial ; who have 
cotne up to the full Expectations of 
thoſe _ honeſtly _ them, and 
have neither betray ir Country to 

her Lols, nor themſelves to Sin, 
——— F excel in 
Strength, who reign as Earth, 
every one of ik Words — 
every one of whole Actions are exem- 
plary * ſpeak unto wiſeMen, judge je aubat li 
ſay *. Since the ſeveral Talents you paſſeſs 
muſt be accounted for, and there is no 
demurring to the Jariſdiction of the Al- 
mighty; lince the Time is at hand, ſcarce 
any Y ear paſſing over your Heads, with- 
out calling ſome of you to Judgment; 
will it not be Prudence to make the 
Gate of temporal Henour introducto- 
| ry 


* x Cor. x, 14. 


. the Lord-Mayor, &c, 23 
ry to that of eternal Glory > Will ic 
not be Wiſdom fo to manage, that 
from earthly Enjoyments, you may go 
to heavenly z and from guiding one Ci- 
ty well here, be preferred to have Autho- 
rity, over ten Cities hereafter ? 


Favou me while I make one or 
two general Applications from what has 
been ſaid, and I'll have done. 6 cial 

(J.) W & may all learn not to turn 
our Hearts from the Creator to the Crea- 
ture; not to ſet our Affections idolatrouſſy 
upon the Riches, the Honours, or the 
Preferments of this World; (ceing though 
we may poſſibly gain them all, we ſhall 
not therefore ſtand higher in God's Fa- 
vour. When ye enter into his Judgment, 
we mult appear naked and open, ſttipped 
of all external Advantages; ſo that nei- 


Power, can plead Prerogative, or avail 
us 


* Luke xix., 17. 
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us any Thing before that juſt Tribunal. 
No Condition or Quality, no Calling, 
no not the outward Calling of aChriſtian, 
if we have no more, will ſtand us in any 
ſtead. Thus expoſed, theſe Fig-Leaves 
will hide our Shame no longer; only the 
the Goſpel Wedding-Garment of Righ- 
reouſhels, will cover us from the conſum- 
ing Wrath of an avenging God. And 
that is a Garment not over-laid with Gold, 
or Silver, or precious Stones, but 


* made white in the Blood of the Lamb. 


© (2) EVERLASTING Happineſs, or 
eternal Miſery, one of which will ſurely 
be our Portion in the next Life, are no 
mean Conſiderations. They ſhould 

move us to redeem the Time paſt,” to be 
very careful of that which is before us,” 
and ſollicitous for that which is to come. 
Tis but a little while, when he that g is, 

and is to come, will come, and will not tar- 
ry; leſs to the Hour of every Maris Death, 

$I; | and 
* Rev, 4 114. $ Rev. i. 8. | ek 
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and his particular Day of judgment; 
when we ſhall look upon _ 
and all that we have accounted valuable 
in Life, not as now, with the Eyes of 
Senſe, and through the Miſts of Paſſion, 
but in a pure Simplicity, clear of all 
Dilguiſes, and ſhall find them to have 
been good or bad, according as we have 
made them ſubſervient to the Eſtate we 
ſhall then enter e The moſt Hea- 
venly- minded will at that Day wiſh that 
he had ſpent yet more'of his paſt Time 
ling leb in che purſuit of Vanity. And 
while the comfortable Expectation of the 
bleſſed: Promiſes of the Goſpel, ſhall 
make the. Bed of Sickrieſs tot the good 
Man eaſy, While the Dew of Heaven is 
deſcending on+his, Head, like à fefreſh- 
ing Showet n parch d foαẽ and he 
antidates the Felicity of entring at the 
ſtrait Gate into the Foy of his Lord *; 
how reſtleſs will the Couch of the,Guilty 

E * * en | 


* Luke xxv. 23. 
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be? how dreadful the Thoughts of Dif 
ſolution to him whoſe E | is without 
Chriſtian Hope? 

'Ler us 3 wle it is 
clld to Day, ſeriouſly meditate on theſe 
Things; lis ee e Wake ths be 
— 12 thoſe Talerts committed to our 
Occupation, to bteak off our paſt Sins 
by Repentance, to get Poſſeſſion of the 
contrary Virtues, and to atone for all 
former Elcapes, by Perſeverance from 
henceforth in the frait May; that 
when our bleſſed Lord ſhall come to en- 
quire how we have behaved ourſelves in 
our Chriſtian Warfare, we may be found 
to have fought a goad Fight x, to have ſhewn 
—— Ment, to have ſtriven to good 

Purpoſe, that ſo we may be in the Num. 
ber of chat ha eee er 

21 8. A Lond. 


emer ine 5 
2 Tim. i IV, 7. 5 2 | | HQ! 131 G 


IC. xlvi. 8. 
5 Luke xxv. 23. 
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Grant this, wwe beſeech thee, O merciful 
+ Father, for thy dear Son's ſake, Je. 


ſus Chriſt, our Lord, to whom, with 
Thee, and the * Ghoſt, three Per- | 


| evermore. Ke 
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